COMMUNION

Communion: It is something we do as a church, as a special ceremony to remember the gift of life that Jesus gave us, by dying on the cross in our place, and the promise of eternal life He offers, through His shed blood, the blood of the new covenant.


But the word “communion” appears only four (4) times, in three (3) verses in the whole Bible. All of these appearances are in the New Testament, in books written by Apostle Paul.

1.Cor.10:16 says “The cup of blessing (of wine at the Lord’s Supper) upon which we ask (God’s) blessing, does it not mean (that in drinking it) we participate in and share a fellowship (a communion) in the blood of Christ, the Messiah? The bread that we eat, does it not mean (that in eating it) we participate in and share a fellowship (a communion) in the body of Christ?”

2.Cor.6:14 says: “Do not be unequally yoked up with unbelievers – do not make mismated alliances with them, or come under a different yoke with them (inconsistent with your faith). For what partnership have right living and right standing with God, with iniquity and lawlessness? Or how can light fellowship (have communion) with darkness?”

2.Cor.13:14 says: “The grace (favor and spiritual blessing) of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the presence and fellowship (the Communion and sharing together, and participation) in the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen – so be it.”

Reference the Hebrew/Greek Dictionary No. 2842. The Greek word for Communion is:”koinonia, koy-nohn-ee’-ah; which comes from G2844: which means partnership, i.e (lit.) participation, or social intercourse, or pecuniary benefaction :- to communicate(-ation), communion, contri-distribution, fellowship.

So the Scriptures tell us that when we come together, we are indeed coming together to enter into a “partnership”, with one another, to Communicate with one another, and to communicate with God the father, with Christ, and with the Holy Spirit.

Notice that in all the 27 books of the New Testament, it is only Apostle Paul who makes mention of this word “Communion.” There are other references to “fellowship” – but another Greek word is used for this. Paul’s use of this Greek word for Communion is special. It is only Paul who sees how important this spiritual relationship is, that he considers it necessary to record it four (4) times in His writings.

Notice in the first scripture (1.Cor.10:16) that Paul mentions the Blood first, (just like Luke does in the Gospel of Luke) because Paul recognizes that it is the blood which brings forth the new covenant, the promise after death – the partnership with God, which will be for eternity.

You will also notice that Paul is asking a question in each of his statements where the word “communion” is used.

· Can we be in  relationships, which are both good and evil and still please God?
· Can we participate in the Lord’s Supper, if we don’t want to enter into this full commitment, a full relationship with Him forever?
· Can we participate in the lord’s Supper, if we are not ready to have true spiritual fellowship with our Christian brothers & sisters?
· A relationship with Christ infers a relationship with every other believer, firstly within this building, then with this city and finally within every nation.
The places a new importance on the meaning of “communion.” By participating in communion, we are publicly saying that we are going to be living examples of Christ here on earth, putting forth all His characteristics for the unbeliever to see – not entering into any alliance or agreement which does not bring glory and honor to Him, and recognizing that we are also achieving this by our communion (fellowship_ and communion, with and through the Holy Spirit.


So let us take up the elements, as described by Paul in 1.Cor.11:23-26: “For I received from the Lord Himself that which I passed on to you – it was given to me personally: that the Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was treacherously delivered up and  while His betrayal was still in progress took bread.”  Yes! Jesus took part in the first communion service while Judas was betraying Him.

“And when He had given thanks, He brake it and said: “Take east” this is My body which is broken for you. Do this to call Me (affectionately) to remembrance. Similarly when supper was ended, He took the cup also, saying : “This cup is the new covenant (ratified and established) in My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it. To call Me (affectionately) to remembrance”. 

[Notice that this cup was taken up after the completion of the meal – not in some ritualistic ceremony of just the bread & the wine. The Lord’s Supper that Jesus celebrated was a joyous affair, a time of fellowship together – a time of real friendship together – serving the same master].

“For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are representing, signifying and proclaiming the fact of the Lord’s death (and  resurrection) until He comes (again).”

So let us pray, then eat the elements together.

Many of us have the Michael Angelo picture of the Lord’s Supper imprinted in our brains – with the disciples all sitting on the same side of the table – looking out at the artist. Earlier artists however, captured (I feel) the true secret of the Lord’s Supper, where everyone is seated around a table, sharing in fellowship, sharing the meal and the Lord’s presence. What do you think? I would like to hear your comments.
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You are invited to come and sup with Him
