The Judgement of the Nations


God Judges the Nations

Let us go back to near the beginning, back into Exodus, when Moses is told by God Almighty, out in the Sinai desert, to make two tablets and go back up the mountain.

Remember, Moses destroyed the first tablets because while he was up the mountain the first time, the nation of Israel disobeyed God and made a golden calf. They turned away from God Almighty and started to worship others gods. 

For this sin, the nation paid a heavy price, with only two of the people who came out of Egypt over the age of twenty being allowed to enter into the promised land.

Exo 34:1  
The LORD said to Moses, "Cut two tablets of stone like the former ones, and I will write on the tablets the words that were on the former tablets, which you broke.

Exo 34:2  
Be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai and present yourself there to me, on the top of the mountain.

Exo 34:3  
No one shall come up with you, and do not let anyone be seen throughout all the mountain; and do not let flocks or herds graze in front of that mountain."

Exo 34:4  
So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the former ones; and he rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tablets of stone.

Exo 34:5  
The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name, "The LORD."

Exo 34:6  
The LORD passed before him, and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,

Exo 34:7  
keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, yet by no means clearing the guilty, but visiting the iniquity of the parents upon the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation."

When God Almighty gave the second set of tablets (the Ten Commandments) to Moses, the Lord made promises which must be carefully looked at.

“The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, yet by no means clearing the guilty, but visiting the iniquity of the parents upon the children and the children’s children, to the third and fourth generation.”

The Lord makes a distinction between three types of evil:

1. Iniquity

2. Transgressions

3. Sin

Iniquity :
Collins Dictionary says that the meaning of “Iniquity” is  Great injustice, wickedness, sin

Transgressions:
Collins Dictionary says that the meaning of “Transgression” is  the breaking of a moral law.

Sin :
Collins Dictionary says that the meaning of “Sin” is breaking of a religious or moral law, an offence against a principle or standard.

The second set of tablets brought the nation into a position where they became accountable for their actions, both good and evil.

This same law applies to all nations. It applies to Australia, to America, to Britain, to Afghanistan, in fact to all nations under heaven.

We, as nations, are held accountable for our collective actions as nations, both the good and the evil.
Elsewhere the Scriptures shows that God judges nations every forty years. If the nation has been obedient and followed God’s laws, then God Almighty will pour out peace, prosperity and blessings upon that nation.

However, if the nation has been disobedient, has refused to follow God’s law, then the Word clearly says that God Almighty will allow that nation to suffer, with loss of crops, famine, sickness and poverty, as well as war and other calamities.

In 1957, Dr. Billy Graham completed a series of evangelistic meetings – a series of 100 meetings, where over 2.5 million people heard the word preached and more than 96 million people heard the Word spoken through Radio or Television.

On the last night Dr. Billy Graham said these words: 

“We are praying that forces will be starting here that in the next five years will make an impact on this community. I believe there is a spirit of revival today in America. I believe that history will say that 1957 was the year of spiritual awakening in America. Also, history proves that there is a time lag between spiritual awakenings and their impact on society. 

When John Wesley died, nobody in that time would have said it was a period of revival. It took twenty-five years of the eighteenth-century revival to make its impact on British society. And yet history says today that it was probably the greatest and most effective revival of all time. 

If you’d gone to Britain when Wesley and Whitfield were preaching, you’d have seen a person in prayer here and another one there and you would have said: “Why, nothing is going on. Just two or three people gathered together in prayer. Nothing going on.” “And yet, certain forces had started”.

“I believe that God today is shaping a new generation of men and women who believe in God.” “I believe that the impact will be felt in days to come.”

At that same final Garden service, thin, but amazingly fit and dynamic, Dr. Billy Graham revealed the core  of his hope for revival in our time. He knew that the titanic city in which he had preached looked the same on the surface. Apparently his labours had only ruffled its sinful currents. But Dr. Billy Graham recalled another age with these dramatic words:

“New York probably looks the same. The crowds still throng Time Square. There are still people going to night clubs. There’s still lots of crime in the city.

“Yes, but there is one difference. One tremendous difference! That difference is in the lives of thousands of men and women who will never be the same again.”

When Jesus died on the cross, the ruined colony of Palestine went on just the same. Everybody said: “Why, nothing has happened. Just a man executed.” But Jesus left behind some dedicated men who were used of God to change the world.”

So where are the dedicated men and women left by the 1957 New York Crusade? 

Who are they?  What are they doing 44 years after they got saved? 

The reason I ask this question is because of the 56,000 people who gave their hearts to the Lord, more than 22,000 of them were students at that time, who were below the age of 21 years of age at that time, which makes them around 65 years of age today. They are the people in responsible positions in the Government right now. 

56,000 people made commitments to follow Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Now, forty four years later God Almighty is looking at America and judging this nation.

Deu 25:1  
If there be a controversy between men, and they come unto judgment, that the judges may judge them; then they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked.

Deu 25:2  
And it shall be, if the wicked man be worthy to be beaten, that the judge shall cause him to lie down, and to be beaten before his face, according to his fault, by a certain number.

Deu 25:3  
Forty stripes he may give him, and not exceed: lest, if he should exceed, and beat him above these with many stripes, then thy brother should seem vile unto thee.

God’s Word clearly says that people who do wicked crimes must be brought to justice – before a duly appointed judge, the evidence presented - and the appointed judge makes a decision – Guilty or Not Guilty. 

If found Not Guilty, then the person is free to go. 

If the person if found guilty, then the judge passes sentence, in accordance with the law, to fit the crime committed.

In God’s Word, God Almighty does not allow a nation to become judge, jury and executioner, without a trial. 

If a nation takes this responsibility upon itself, then it is contravening God’s law and will have to be prepared to suffer the consequences of that action.

Remember that the punishment for committing a Transgression, or an Iniquity  against God’s law is transferred to our children for 4 generations.

But you say : “Oh, but I am saved by grace – I am free of the Law. This does not apply to Me.”

You are correct. As an individual, you are saved by the grace of God, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. When you made that personal commitment to recognise your sins, as defined in Romans 3:23,  and ask for His forgiveness, you were saved by His blood. All the promises of the New Covenant in His blood were made available to you as an individual.

But that does not apply to the nations. They are not saved by the blood of Jesus Christ.

A nation cannot ask God for collective forgiveness. They are bound to the rules set out in the Scriptures which refer to nations. Nations are not going to heaven – only individual people are.

People must face judgement at the time of Christ’s second coming. Nations face judgement every forty years and God Almighty decides whether that nation has followed His commandments and His instructions or not.

When God Almighty looks down at this nation what does He see?

A nation which proclaims its belief in God. On the coins it is written “In God we trust”

A nations which proclaims to the world :

· Freedom of speech

· Freedom to practise every type of religion, whether they glorify God Almighty or not, whether they glorify Jesus Christ or not.

· Equal opportunity under Law for everybody. A Justice system which they claim to be the best in the world.

But what happens in practise? 

· Who is the God you trust in ?  

· Is it the God of the Bible? 

· Is it the God of money?

· Is it the God of war?

· Is it the God of power and might?

If you trust in the God of the Bible, why are you trying to take His place and do His job for Him?

Why are you saying : “Vengeance is mine says the United States” when in fact you should be saying. “Lord forgive them, for they know not what they are doing”. 

Why are you not showing compassion and love to the innocent people who have been trapped in the middle between the Taliban terrorists and the border? 

Why are you letting your emotional feelings overtake your good judgement and the spiritual laws which you proclaim that you follow?

Why are you forsaking God’s Word in this time of trouble, when in fact you should be re-focussing all your attention upon it, so that the decisions you make and the decisions that your Government make fall into line with God’s Word?

Remember, the Word says that if you follow God’s laws and keep His commandments, He will bless your nation with prosperity, peace and health.

What do we have in the USA right now?

We have an economy which is in negative growth, we do not have peace – but war, and we don’t have health – but many people suffering from the “plagues of Egypt” and your Government does not know where it is coming from.

Well let me tell you all. It says it so clearly in God’s Word. 

You have these troubles, because as a nation, you have turned your back on His Word.

You have forbidden His word to be taught in Schools, You have prevented children from praying to Jesus in Schools, completely against His holy Word.

Jesus said that if you proclaim Me before the nations I will proclaim your before My Father who is in heaven.

How can you proclaim Jesus Christ before the nations, when you forbid His name to be taught in Schools, and you refuse children to come to Him in prayer???

Mark 10:14  
But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.
Mark 10:15  
Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.
Mark 10:16  
And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.
� The Story of the Billy Graham – New York Crusade, published 1957.
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