God in Every Part

A professor stood before his class with some items on the table in front of him.  He wordlessly picked up a very large empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded to fill it with rocks, about 2” in diameter. He then asked the students if the jar was full. They agreed that it was.

He then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He then shook the jar slightly. The pebbles of course rolled into the open areas between the rocks. He then asked the students again if the jar was full and again they agreed that it was.

The professor then picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course the sand filled up everything else. He then asked the students once more if the jar was full. The students unanimously agreed that it was.

The professor then produced 2 cans of soft drink which he emptied into the jar, effectively filling the spaces even between the grains of sand.

Then the professor made these statements:

1. I want you to recognise that the jar represents your life.

2. The rocks are the important things in your life – your family, your partner, your health, your children – things that, if everything else was lost and only they remained, your life would still be full.

3. The pebbles are the other things that matter in your life : your job, your house, your car, etc. 

4. The sand represents everything else – the small stuff. If you put the sand in the jar first all your time and energy would be spent on the small stuff and you would never have any time for the things which are important to you.

5. Pay attention to the things which are critical for your happiness. Play with your children, take time for medical check-ups, take your partner out dancing. There will always be time to clean the house, give a dinner party or fix the leaky taps, or mend the door on the garden shed.

6. Learn to take care of the rocks first.– the rest is sand.

One of the students raised her hand and asked : “What does the cans of soft drink represent?”

The Professor replied: “I am glad you asked.” 

“The soft drink represents the living water which is Jesus Christ. He wants to enter into every space within your being and to be involved in everything you do. 

If you don’t have Jesus Christ in your life, no matter how busy you are, you will never be complete, nor will you be truly happy, or fulfilled. So learn to set your priorities, first Jesus Christ and then all things will be complete in Him. Learn to know in your heart that Jesus Christ is real”

