February 15

“Am I My Brother’s Keeper?”

“None of us lives to himself …” (Romans 14:7).

Has it ever dawned on you that you are responsible spiritually to God for other people? For instance, if I allow any turning away from God in my private life, everyone around me suffers. For we “sit together in the heavenly places …” (Ephesians 2:6). “If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it …” (1 Corinthians 12:26). 

If you allow physical selfishness, mental carelessness, moral insensitivity, or spiritual weakness, within your life, then everyone in contact with you will suffer. 

But you ask, “Who is sufficient to be able to live up to such a lofty standard?” “Our sufficiency is from God …” and God alone (2 Corinthians 3:5).

“You shall be witnesses to Me …” (Acts 1:8). 

How many of us are willing to spend every bit of our nervous, mental, moral, and spiritual energy for Jesus Christ? 

That is what God means when He uses the word witness. But it takes time, so be patient with yourself. 

Why has God left us on the earth? 

Is it simply to be saved and sanctified? No, it is to be at work in service to Him. 

Am I willing to be broken bread and poured-out wine for Him? 

Am I willing to be of no value to this age or this life except for one purpose and one alone— to be used to disciple men and women to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

My life of service to God is the way I say “thank you” to Him for His inexpressibly wonderful salvation. 

Remember, it is quite possible for God to set any of us aside if we refuse to be of service to Him — “… lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified” (1 Corinthians 9:27).

So how does this apply here today, as we prepare to be of service in this ministry of God in spreading His message to Toowoomba, the Darling Downs and the Lockyer Valley?

Should we strive to  follow these ideals, as defined above, in the Scriptures, or should we just cruise along and hope for the best?

Should we be aware of the needs and hurts of our fellow workers – or should we just live in isolation, ignoring the hurts and stresses of those who work in this ministry who are around us?

Are we able to share our trials and troubles with our fellow workers, in the knowledge that it will be kept confidential and not gossipped around the whole city?

Do we care enough for each other to make sure that this never happens?

What do you think ? Are we OK – or is there room for improvement?

Let us pray.

