Reference Colossians 4:15-18 (Message Translation) 

Say hello to our friends in Laodicea; also to Nympha and the church that meets in her house. After this letter has been read to you, make sure it gets read also in Laodicea. And get the letter that went to Laodicea and have it read to you. And, oh, yes, tell Archippus, “Do your best in the job you received from the Master. Do your very best.” I’m signing off in my own handwriting—Paul. Remember to pray for me in this jail. Grace be with you. 

The last paragraph of Paul’s letter to the Colossians confirms that a letter was written and sent to the “Church at LAODICEA” and Paul commanded the church to read that letter and to pass the letter to the church at Colassae onto the other churches for them to read it also.

The church of Laodicea is specifically mentioned as one of the 7 church types in the Book of Revelation by Apostle John, so I was interested to find out what Paul had told them to do – which it appears they failed to do (refer Revelations chapters 2&3)

This got me to searching. If Paul’s writings indicated a letter to the Church at Laodicea, then maybe it is still available in some of the old religious writings.

Below is a transcript of that letter, translated from the original tongues. This was published in a document entitled : “The Lost Books of the Bible” published in 1926.

“THE EPISTLE of PAUL the APOSTLE to the LAODICIEANS”

Points to ponder:

1 He salutes the brethren, 3 exhorts them to persevere in good works, 4 and not be moved by vain speaking. 6 Rejoices in his bonds, 10 desires them to live in fear of the Lord.

1. Paul an Apostle, not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, to the brethren which are at Loadicea.

2. Grace be to you, and peace, from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.

3. I thank Christ in every prayer of mine, that ye may continue and persevere in good works, looking for what is promised in the day of judgement.

4. Let not the vain speeches of any trouble you who pervert the truth, that which may draw you aside from the truth,  of the Gospel which I have preached.

5. And now may God grant, that my converts, may attain to a perfect knowledge of the truth of the Gospel, be beneficent, and doing good works which accompany salvation.

6. And now my bonds, which I suffer in Christ, are manifest, in which I rejoice and am glad.

7. For I know that this shall turn to my salvation forever, which shall be through your prayer, and the supply of the Holy Spirit.

8. Whether I live or die; (for) to me to live shall be a life to Christ, to die shall be joy.

9. And our Lord will grant us His mercy, that ye may have the same love, and be likeminded.

10. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have heard of the coming of the Lord, so think and act in fear, and it shall be unto you life eternal;

11. For it is God who worketh in you;

12. And do all things without sin.

13. And what is best,  my beloved, rejoice in the Lord Jesus Christ, and avoid all filthy lucre.

14. Let all your requests be made known to God, and be steady in the doctrine of Christ.

15. And whatsoever things are sound and true, and of good report, and chaste, and just, and lovely, these things do.

16. These things which ye have heard, and received, think on these things, and peace shall be with you.

17. All the saints salute you.

18. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, Amen.

19. Cause this Epistle to be read to the Colossians, and the Epistle to the Colossians to be read among you.

We see that although the Biblical scholars of the early times did not think this Epistle of Paul worthy to be included into the “Canon of Scripture”, it is clear from the writings in the Epistle to the Colossians that such an Epistle did in fact exist, and that it was considered important by Paul, because he told the churches in both cities to be sure and read both Epistles in both of their churches.

Also, in the Book of Revelations Apostle John singles out the Church at Laodicea for special punishment, because it is clear that they did not obey God’s word, nor the correction given to them through the anointed Holy Spirit, working on the life of Apostle Paul when he wrote them this letter.

It is said in the Scriptures that the Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth. And it also says that we must not add to, or take away from  that which is written in the Book (referring to the scriptures). 

I believe that at the time of the first generation church, this was considered to be part of the Holy Scriptures, because it is confirmed in two places in scripture.

Anyway, the lesson to be learned from  this is make sure your church is not like the church at Laodicea. You think you are OK, because of your wealth, your fancy church buildings, lavish facilities, high tech media presentations, etc. but are in fact “spiritually dry” and without faith substance.

Jesus proclaims through the writings of Apostle  John that you are not on fire for Him – you are in fact only “lukewarm” and God will spit you out of His mouth on the day of Judgement.

So today, if you are sitting in your comfort zone, thinking you are OK and that maybe you should expand your barns to hold more riches, beware!!! because you are not building up treasures in heaven, but on earth. 

The Lord says build up treasures in heaven, because where your treasures are, there your heart will be also.

So, ask yourself this question: Where are your treasure today?

