Devotion for 13th November 2007


THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATIONS

Many churches are afraid to preach out of the Book of Revelations, because it hard to understand and controvertial. 

But the word of God says differently: The Living Translation says:

“If you read this prophecy aloud to the church, you will receive a special blessing from the Lord. Those who listen to it being read and do what it says, will also be blessed. For the time is near when all these things will come true.”

From my 30 years in ministry I know that most pastors like to receive special blessings from the Lord, as do members of the Body of Christ, irrespective of which denomination they belong to.

Here is an opportunity for pastors to be obedient to God’s word and to preach it with authority. At the same time receive a special blessing from God, not only for himself, but also for His whole congregation.

On the other hand, it means that pastors who refuse to preach out of this book are being selfish, because they are withholding God’s blessings from members of their respective congregations. 

If the congregation cannot hear the word being preached, then  how can God bless them?

God’s word is very clear. When we are obedient to His word God has promised to bless us. When are disobedient and do not follow His word, He has promised to withhold His blessings from us.

When we are disobedient to His word, we open the doorway for satan, his principalities and powers, to come into our lives and cause mischief, trials and tribulations to come upon us. God’s umbrella of protection is removed from us.

In today’s society, many think they know better than God and try doing things their own way. They try using reason to analyse the situations - and their feelings to make judgment decisions which will affect their lives.

However, the history of these types of decisions are clearly identified in the scriptures and have always lead to hardship, death and destruction.

It was so with many of the kings of the Old Testament, as well as Kings and governments in the New testament, and even right up until our governments of today.

Many of the trials and tribulations we face in our own individual and collective lives today have been caused by our failure to follow God’s word and His commandments.

It is time for each of us, as Christians to look inward and to reflect on where we stand in our own individual relationship with Jesus Christ, and with those people around us.

· Are we following the road that Jesus has called us to follow?

· Are we being obedient to His word and showing love to all those around us?

· Are we feeding the hungry?

· Are we praying for the sick to be healed?

· Are we giving shelter to the poor and homeless, or are we expecting our government to do it for us?

· Are we contributing to the widow’s fund in our church, or are we again palming this responsibility off onto our government?

Some of you may have raised your eyebrows at my questions. Well the word is very clear on these issues.

When we have to face Jesus Christ on judgement day these are the questions that He will ask us.

· When I was sick did you heal me?

· When I was hungry did you feed me?

· When I was in prison did you come and visit me?

· When I was naked did you clothe me?

Jesus answered: When you do it to these the least of my children, you do it unto me. My question is this? Where are you in your Christian walk today? 
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